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ing the enclosure, sourcing the
materials and building it. Remain-
ing staff, and their families, helped

where possible. Mr Smith said it
was experience the young cadets
might not otherwise have got at
that stage in their careers. Beyond
that, it was a good public relations
exercise that not only raised Opus’
profile in the com-

munity, but helped

to brand the com-

pany as a good cor-

porate citizen.

And in a global
sense it brought the
company a real
sense of cohesion.

“It's team building,”

explains Mr Smith.

“It gets you working

together with people

who you would not

otherwise have worked with, you
have fun together, you bring your
families into it and you find out
that people have skills you didn’t
know about.”

Business, it would seem, has dis-
covered that Good Samaritanism
has its own kind of currency.

Though Opus ended up taking a
hiatus from any large-scale volun-
teer projects after the completion of
the kiwi enclosure, Mr Smith says

staff remain involved in ongoing
community initiatives on the com-
pany’s dime and time. Every third
Friday of the month, staff help de-
liver food for Meals on Wheels .
Mr Smith says the company’s
core values encour-
age it. “We have a
philosophy that a
good company looks
after its staff, the
community and the
environment.”
It is a sentiment
that is catching on.
Employee volun-
teering is reportedly
one of the fastest
growing areas of vol-
unteer activity
among businesses in Britain, West-
ern Europe and North America.
Among companies touting them-
selves as good corporate citizens, it
is not uncommon to give staff up to
a week’s paid leave to help with
overseas relief efforts or local
causes.

Massey University lecturer Dr
Louise Lee says volunteer oppor-
tunities for workers in New Zea-
land may not be what they are
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